










Jan 13th 2012
Dear Parents,



We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas. We would like to update you on activities since November and flag forthcoming events. A number of events took place in December. St Marys Got Talent was held on 15th December. 6 acts competed for 1st prize. This year’s winner was Michael Tuohy, a First Year student. Congratulations to Michael. He received a trophy and a €100 prize. Thanks to all the students who competed at each stage. They displayed talent and commitment. Thanks to all the teachers involved, in particular Ms Curtis.
The Transition Years have compiled a St Marys School Calendar based on a photography competition held in October. A selection of photographs was chosen to illustrate the calendar. It is on sale from the school office at a cost of €5. All proceeds will go to the Library development fund.

We had a very successful Awards Night on 9th December for students who achieved good academic results in the Leaving Cert and Junior Cert. 2011. The Bank of Ireland Student of the Year award went to Evan Farrell and Eoin Tunstead at Leaving Cert and Tomas O hOistin and Mark Farrelly at Junior Cert. Guest speakers included Dr Gareth Brady (past pupil) Padraig Kierans (Local Heroes) & Kevin Callan (Mayor & past pupil The Parents Council organised a very successful Quiz on December 13th. About 100 students attended and there was a great atmosphere. Thanks to the parents who organised the event and the local businesses who provided a range of prizes for the raffle.
The Parents Council are currently supporting a number of development projects in the school. We are planning to revamp the school canteen to allow us to provide a better range of food at lunch-time. Our Library is also being renovated. The Transition Year students have repainted the area. The whole space will be redesigned to create a more attractive and inviting space for students to use as a learning centre. Development of our garden will continue in the spring, again, in conjunction with parents and students. None of this would be possible without the financial support which you provide to the school through your voluntary contribution each year. It makes a real difference.
Generosity, the real spirit of Christmas was evident throughout December with a number of classes participating in sponsored activities. First year groups were particularly active. One class raised over €1000 for Crumlin Children’s Hospital, another €800 for the Gary Kelly Centre.  A second year class raised over €800 for Collon animal sanctuary. The Student Council raised €1170 from their annual non-uniform day. This money will be divided between SOSAD and a Famine relief charity. Thank you to all the students and their families who supported these activities. 

End of term exams were held in the weeks preceding Christmas. School Reports will issue next week. This will be an important indicator of your son’s progress since September. It should also help to identify specific areas in need of study. All exam students should now have a study time-table which they are following.
We regard Parent- Teacher meetings as important events in the school calendar. Thank you to parents of students of 3rd, 5th, TY and 6th years for taking the time to attend. Parent- teacher meetings for 2nd year will take place on Thurs 19th January (4.15 – 6.45 pm) and for 1st years on 8th February (4.15 – 6.45 pm). Please make every effort to attend. You need to bring your son’s Christmas report with you.

The Mocks (Pre-Junior & Pre-Leaving) will be spread over 7 days. They commence on Thurs February 9th and conclude on Fri 24th February. (Mid-term break from 13th February to 17th February). The school purchases exam papers from the Dublin Examining Board and Exam Craft. Each exam paper costs about €2 per paper per student. The total cost to the school is almost €5,500. The school arranges for external correction to provide students with an objective assessment of their scripts. Fees for the correction of pre-Junior Cert and pre-Leaving Cert exams will be collected by teachers of exam classes in the coming weeks.  To cover the cost of correction students are charged per paper using the following table: Junior Cert: €6.50 per paper, Leaving Cert: € 7.50 per paper. If you are having difficulty meeting these costs please contact Mr Brady.

The final round of Study Skills seminars will take place on Mon 23rd January for First Years at a cost of €5. Please pay by Wed 18th January. A talk for all parents on how to support your child’s study will be provided by Student Enrichment Services on January 30th at 7.30 pm in the Assembly area. 
Green School Committee have been working very hard this term to improve our environment and promote recycling. Materials being sent for recycling amount to 33 % of our refuse. We have submitted our application for a Green Flag. Our application will be adjudicated upon soon. Please see the Green School Newsletter on our website (www.stmarysds.ie) for more details
Student Insurance has now been extended to 24 hour cover. The school will absorb the additional cost of the premium. Details of the cover provided are available on the Alliance Insurance website www.alliance.ie. We will post this policy document on our website www.stmarysds.ie 
The DES has not yet provided us with details of amounts or payment deadlines for Exam fees for Junior Cert & Leaving Cert but these are usually paid by bank giro into the DES account in February by all exam students. (Last year’s fees €103 for Junior Cert & €109 for Leaving Cert.) We will send you up to date information as soon as we receive it.
Details of our Gaeltacht scholarship funded by the Parents Council will be available on our website (www.stmarysds.ie) 
As you know, we introduced a new sign-in process to improve punctuality at 9.00 and 2.05. This has brought about a significant improvement in time-keeping and will continue this term. Students begin each term with a clean slate.  3 lates will merit a lunch-time detention. Once 5 lates have been recorded we will be imposing an after school detention (4.00 – 5.30). You will be notified in writing should this sanction be imposed
We stress continually that attendance at school has a significant impact on student outcomes in exams. We are particularly concerned about absenteeism at senior cycle. To help counteract this we have introduced a text messaging service to inform parents that their child is absent in 5th and 6th year. Should this prove effective we hope to extend it to all years. We also do regular spot checks and may contact you if your child is absent. Please record the reason for each absence in your son’s Student Journal. 
Careers/ CAO Information: Ms Deering and Mr Dunne continue to work with 6th years as the CAO deadlines approach. The first deadline is January 20th at 5.15 pm. Students can avail of the discounted rate of €30 before this date. Thereafter, it costs €40 until 5.15 pm on 1st February. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call our Guidance Counsellors.
The 3rd and TY subject choice information night for parents is on Tue 17th January at 7.30 pm. Subject choice at senior cycle is extremely important so all 3rd year and TY parents should attend.
The annual Careers Exploration evening for 3rd and TY students is being hosted by St Joseph’s CBS this year on Thurs 26th January. 

Sports News: St Marys continues its winning streak. Our U19 soccer team are through to the final against Skerries CS. Our U15 soccer team are through to a quarter-final against Kells CS. Our 1st year soccer team are through to the semi-final and our U16 Gaelic team are through to a semi-final against Edenderry in the North Leinster Championship.
The Irish Wheelchair Association visited the school on November 15th. The purpose of the visit was to raise awareness of the challenges facing people who use wheelchairs. A second year group had the opportunity to play basketball using a wheelchair. This helped them realise that, while it was more of a challenge, sport is for everyone. Thanks to Mrs O Brien for helping to organise the event.

Two second year tutor groups had a very enjoyable trip to Old Trafford to see Manchester United play Newcastle United at the end of November. Thanks to the teachers who accompanied the students.
Music is finally on the Junior Cycle curriculum in St Marys. We could not accommodate it within the school day so it is on offer to first year students after school from 4.00 to 5.15. The school is paying the cost of tuition. Over 20 students have enrolled. On another musical note, the Garda Band will visit us today for a concert. We are very grateful to them for brightening up the dull days of January.
St Marys will be 50 years old in 2015. In preparation for this we are developing a database of our photo archive and are re-hanging our existing photo displays. Obviously, we have far more photos from recent decades. If you have any group photos or photos of events from the 60s, 70s, 80s or 90s we would really appreciate a loan of them to add to our collection. All items will be scanned and returned to you.
We wish you and your family a happy and healthy 2012.

______________________________



__________________________ 

Jim Brady, Principal





Dolores Mullins, Deputy Principal
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