








10th Nov  2011
Dear Parents/Guardians,




This letter is to update you on events in the school since September.  We hope that our First Year students have settled in well, have made new friends and are enjoying their new subjects. The Transition from Primary to Post-Primary is a stressful time. Please remember that each class has a Tutor and Year Head. If your son is having any difficulty please contact them.  

The annual School Mass took place in St Marys Church on Oct  13th to celebrate the new school year. This is one of the few occasions during the year when the whole school comes together. The Mass was celebrated by Fr. Joe Campbell (School Chaplain) and Fr. Denis Nulty.  Thanks to all those students and teachers who provided music, did the Readings and Prayers of the Faithful.  

Good attendance makes a real difference to student outcomes. Please make sure that your son attends every day unless he is ill. All absences are recorded. Absences of 20 days or more must be reported to the National Education Welfare Board. Please write a note in your son’s diary explaining the reason for any absences. 

The first term is an extremely important time for students especially those in Third and Sixth year as it is unbroken by Pre –exams, Orals and Practical Examinations.  All students should, by now, have an organised approach to homework and study. Exam students should be spending at least 2 hours each evening on school work and at least 4 hours over the weekend. Evening Study is available 4 evenings a week (€70 per term). 

To support students in developing effective study habits we are organising Study Skills seminars for our 1st, 3rd and 6th years. The first of these will occur on Nov 21st for 6th yrs. The cost of these seminars is €9 (approx) per student but students are asked to pay just €5 with the school paying the remaining €4. This substantial subsidy indicates that we regard these seminars as extremely important. Please encourage your son to engage positively with these seminars.

In St Marys we consider education to be a partnership between students, teachers and parents. Our programme of parent-teacher meetings has commenced. Thanks to all the sixth year parents who attended on Oct 27th. The Third Year parent-teacher meeting is being held on Wed 16th Nov. All meetings take place from 4.15 to 6.45p.m. See the School Calendar for the full programme of parent-teacher meetings (www.stmarysds.ie). Please make every effort to attend your son’s parent-teacher meeting. 

We have introduced a new initiative to improve punctuality at 9.00 and 2.05. Students who come late must sign in. If a student is late on 3 occasions he will be given lunch-time detention. Persistent late coming will lead to after-school detention. Students should be in school by 8.50 a.m. to enable them to access their lockers before 9.00. We would ask you to support us by ensuring that you son is on time for school.

Congratulations to our newly elected Student Council. Elections were held on Oct 19th. 70 students put themselves forward for election to 30 places. Each class elects one representative at Junior Cycle and Fifth and Sixth years have 6 representatives per year. The new Council has held its first meeting and will develop a programme of activities for the year.

Our programme of extra-curricular activities is well under way. Our Athletics, soccer, Gaelic football and rugby teams are participating in a range of Championships at Under 14, Under 16 and Under 19. We wish them luck in upcoming matches. St Marys Got Talent is in full swing with new artists battling it out for a place in the final in December. The Wreck Room is an activity programme for First Years organised by Transition Years students.  Our Chess Club is through to the second round of the local Chess League. Transition Year students have had several outings, to Carlingford Outdoor Adventure Centre in September and most recently to Mayo where students climbed Croagh Patrick as part of their Faith Development Programme. 

All schools are affected by cutbacks due to the economic crisis. St Marys has been particularly badly hit by the moratorium on filling Posts of Responsibility (which means that a post cannot be filled when it becomes vacant). This can occur when a teacher who holds a Post of Responsibility retires or goes on leave. Since 2009 we have lost 12 of our 23 Posts of Responsibility. This means in practice that many of the administrative, pastoral and curricular jobs which used to be done by senior teachers who held a Post of Responsibility cannot now be done or have fallen to senior management. Therefore, we would ask you to understand if it takes us longer to respond to queries or concerns. 

Our Text-a-parent service is an important means of communication between school and home. If you have changed your number recently please contact the Office so that we can update our database.

The closing date for Applications for 1st year students for 2012-13 is 16th December 2011. Please see our website www.stmaryds.ie for details of our Admissions Policy which has been updated recently. 

Finally, we have discovered that we have a successful author in our midst. Mr Joe Murphy, a member of the English Department, has had his first novel published. Entitled, 1798 Tomorrow, the Barrow We’ll Cross, it has been nominated for the 2012 Irish Book Awards.  We congratulate him and hope the novel will be a bestseller!

_________________________ 



______________________________ 

Jim Brady, Principal




Dolores Mullins, Deputy Principal
