








26th Aug 2011 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Students,





Welcome back. We hope you have had a good summer. As a new school year commences we would like to take this opportunity to flag a number of important issues. Your son has been given a Student Diary. This is an important means of communication between school and home. In it you will find the school’s Code of Behaviour which has been amended since last year. Please read the Code and ensure that your son knows and understands the School’s rules. Please sign the Code. Take some time to look through the notes section at the back of the Diary. This contains blank notes to explain absence and also notes to and from the teacher. All absences must be fully explained. Poor attendance has a significant impact on exam results. Please make every effort to ensure that absences are kept to a minimum.
Punctuality is important. School starts at 9.00. Your son needs to be in school by 8.50 to have time to go to his locker and organise his books for the morning. Traffic can be heavy so please leave plenty of time to drop your son at the school. Repeated late-coming will be recorded and your son will be required to do lunch-time detention if he is late repeatedly.

We are proud of our school uniform. All students are required to be in full uniform. Non-school items may be confiscated. Only school jackets may be worn on the premises. If you have ordered a school jacket, these will be available on Mon 29th Aug. on payment of any outstanding balance. 

New rules apply to lunch-time. TY, Fifth and Sixth years may leave the school to go to the local shops or go down town, provided they have your permission. Otherwise, they must stay on the premises or stay in the vicinity of the school. Please sign the Lunch-time Form if you give your son permission to go home for lunch or to go down town. Students should note that if they behave irresponsibly, this privilege will be withdrawn. Please see the Code of Behaviour for full details.
A limited number of Lockers are available at a cost of €15. Students must provide their own lock. The school retains ownership of the locker and reserves the right to ask a student to open his locker if requested. St Mary’s is a large school. Every year students misplace bags, books, coats, shoes etc. We would happily return most of these items but if a student hasn’t put his name on his property this can prove impossible. So, please label everything. Don’t bring expensive iphones/ ipods to school. Care should be taken not to leave phones, calculators, art equipment, maths sets etc in unattended bags. These should be placed in locked lockers.
We will contact you through our textaparent service so please ensure that we have your up-to-date mobile number. If you change your number please contact us at 041 9837581. Please check our website www.stmarysds.ie for information on the school and for details of the Calendar for the year.
Each year group has a Year Head. If your son is experiencing any difficulties (and in particular if he is being bullied) we would ask you to contact the Year Head, Counsellor, Deputy Principal or Principal. Our Counselling & Career Guidance service is available to all students on request. Please encourage your son to use this service to plan his career or seek support should the need arise.
Our aim is to provide the best possible learning environment to enable your son to develop his potential and achieve the best possible outcomes. We look forward to working with you to achieve this.

Jim Brady, Principal
           



Dolores Mullins, Deputy Principal   
 
Lunch Time Permission Form
First Years 

First Years are required to stay in school for the duration of lunch hour unless they are going home for lunch. Please sign below if you require your son to leave the school to go home for lunch.
I give permission for my son ____________________________    in class _______________ to go home for lunch every day.

Signed: 
___________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Please see our Code of Behaviour for full details on our policy at lunch-time.
Lunch Time Permission Form
Second & Third Years:

Second and Third Year students must stay in the school grounds or in the vicinity of the school. They are not allowed down town. If you wish your son to go home for lunch please sign below:

I give permission for my son _________________________   in Class __________________ to go home for lunch every day.

Signed: _______________________________ Date: ______________________ 
Please see our Code of Behaviour for full details on our policy at lunch-time.

Lunch Time Permission Form
TY. Fifth & Sixth Years:

TY, Fifth and Sixth Year students may leave the school grounds at Lunch-time and may go home or go down town provided they have parental permission.

Please sign below if your son has your permission to leave the vicinity of the school at lunch-time.
I give my permission for my son __________________ in Class ____________ to leave the vicinity of the school at lunch-time.

Signed: ______________________________  
Date: _____________________ 

Please see our Code of Behaviour for full details on our policy at lunch-time.

